Tales of Dionysus

The Dionysiaca of Nonnus of Panopolis

Tales of Dionysus is the first English verse translation of one of

the most extraordinary poems of the Greek literary tradition, the TALE S
\ LS of

Dionysiaca of Nonnus of Panopolis. By far the longest poem ‘ ‘
surviving from the classical world, the Dionysiaca is a sprawling D ][O NY S U S
mythological epic on the exploits of the god Dionysus, written in the
tradition of Homer. But it is also the /ast ancient epic to follow a
Homeric model, composed so late in fact that it stands as close to
the European Renaissance as it does to archaic Greece.

The DIONYSIACA of NONNUS of PANOPOLIS

Tales of Dionysus brings together forty-two translators from a wide
range of backgrounds, all working in their own styles and with their
individual approaches to the poem, to translation, and to poetic form.
This variety turns Tales of Dionysus into a showcase of the multiple
possibilities open to classical translation in the contemporary world.
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ALSO AVAILABLE AS AN EBOOK.
“This innovative translation also offers a renewed vision of Nonnus’ very
innovative work. It may also open late Greek poetry to a larger

audience.”
—Christophe Cusset,
Laboratoire Histoire et Sources des Mondes Antiques, Lyon
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