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No Boundaries is a former journalist's disturbing account of what many consider the "next Mafia"—Latino crime gangs. Like the Mafia, these gangs operate an international network, consider violence a matter of routine business, and defy U.S. law enforcement at every level, from city police departments to federal agencies. Also like the Mafia, the gangs spawn kingpins such as the notorious Nelson Varela Martinez Comandari, the man who nearly became the first "Latin godfather" in the United States.
CLASSROOM DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
1.  How do we know what we know about crime, gangs, and Latino gangs in particular?  What are the sources of our knowledge and how reliable are they for making policy?


2.  What do we as a society want to do about gangs and how do we want to do it?  Do we (should we) want to rely on policing?  How effective has that approach proven?  What other approaches should be considered?

3.  How do so-called street gangs relate to the broader phenomenon of transnational criminality, and what are the implications of that for the structure of law enforcement in the United States (especially the distribution of powers and responsibilities between the federal, state, and local law enforcement establishments)?

